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Among the A Team members who played behind so many 
great Nashville hits are, from left, Grady Martin, Ray 
Edenton, Bob Moore and Harold Bradley.  MUSICIANS HALL 
OF FAME

If you go
What:  Musicians Hall of Fame Awards 
Show
Where:  Schermerhorn Symphony Center
Who:  The Nashville A Team and others 
will be inducted into the Musicians Hall of 
Fame. Performers include Garth Brooks, 
Vince Gill, Amy Grant, Mary Wilson and 
B.J. Thomas.
When:  7:30 p.m. today
Tickets:  Prices range from $50 to $125, 
via www.nash villesymphony.org or by 
calling 687-6400.
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Roger McGuinn was 22 years old, nervous and green 
the morning he walked into Columbia Studio A in Los 
Angeles, hoping to record a hit for his band, The 
Byrds.

"I was the only Byrd allowed to play on the track (he 
played guitar), and I was surrounded by these musicians 
they called The Wrecking Crew," said McGuinn, who 
tonight will help honor that crew of studio players at 
the inaugural Musicians Hall of Fame awards show. 

"Well, the Wrecking Crew knocked out 'Mr. Tambourine Man' in two takes. The other guys in 
The Byrds were moaning that they didn't get to play, but I saw the wisdom in it. I mean, when we 
brought the whole band in, it took us 77 takes to get the track for 'Turn! Turn! Turn!' "

When the Mr. Tambourine Man album came out, the inspired work of The Wrecking Crew helped 
The Byrds towards adulation, wealth and importance. The same drill took place in Nashville, 
Memphis, Detroit and other music centers, where studio pros created the sounds that listeners 
grew to identify with singers or bands. Tonight's awards show at Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center is a chance for the musicians behind the hits to bask in a glory they won't be expected to 
deflect.

Members of The Wrecking Crew, the Nashville A Team, Detroit's Funk Brothers, the Memphis 
Boys, Elvis Presley's Blue Moon Boys and Johnny Cash's Tennessee Two will perform the 
songs they recorded.

And many of the singers who rose to stardom Ñ McGuinn, Peter Frampton, Brenda Lee, Vince
Gill, Amy Grant, Mary Wilson of The Supremes, Rodney Crowell, Dobie Gray and the
best-selling artist in U.S. history, Garth Brooks Ñ will call attention to instrumentalists
whose names are legendary but whose faces are seldom seen.

"In Nashville, the A Team guys are the ones who put the magic into those records," Lee said. 
"They're as integral a part of the 'Nashville Sound' as anybody."

Tonight's awards show is the brainchild of Joe Chambers, who runs the Musicians Hall of Fame. 
That Hall is devoted to collecting and displaying artifacts from important sessions and 
musicians. Only a few session musicians are in the Country Music Hall of Fame, but the 
Musicians Hall of Fame plans to induct numerous players, from all genres of American music.

"Joe has done so much to try to glorify the musicians," said Harold Bradley, one of only a 
couple of A Team members (the other is Floyd Cramer) to go into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame. "And this awards show is tremendously ambitious. When he told me six weeks ago that he 
was going to do it in November, I said, 'November of next year?' He said, 'No, of this year.' "

Indeed, the awards show will be a night of historical firsts, and maybe historical lasts. McGuinn 
has never stood on stage with so many members of The Wrecking Crew and attempted a live 
version of "Mr. Tambourine Man." Most of the other combinations of players have never 
appeared together, and the star power, history and musicianship should make for a special 
evening.
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"These guys have never been in the same place at the same time, and it'll never happen again in 
this way," Chambers said. "At the museum, we've all been working overtime. My wife has 
become a travel agent, and I don't think she likes that very much. But it's one of those things 
where so many people have to pull together to make this happen. And the performers who are 
coming are doing it for the love they have for the musicians. They're not getting paid for this."

Though future induction years may find individual studio and road musicians being honored, this 
year's class consists of groups of musicians who regularly played on sessions.

The A Team in Nashville played on works by Lee, Patsy Cline, Jim Reeves, Elvis Presley, Bob 
Dylan and hundreds of others, assisting on hits including Cline's "Crazy," Lee's "Jingle Bell 
Rock" and Marty Robbin's "El Paso."

The Blue Moon Boys and the Tennessee Two backed Presley and Cash on the road and in the 
studio, creating the sparse but insistent sound that characterized those performers' early singles 
on Sun Records.

The Wrecking Crew laid down tracks for major singles including The Ronettes' "Be My Baby"
and The Beach Boys' "Help Me, Rhonda" and played on hits for The Carpenters, Simon &
Garfunkel and many others. The Funk Brothers Ñ a group of players that earned some
recognition through the recent Standing in the Shadows of Motown documentary Ñ were major
forces on most every Motown hit, including Marvin Gaye's "I Heard It Through The Grapevine"
and Smokey Robinson & The Miracles' "Tears of a Clown," and The Memphis Boys played on
smashes for, among others, Presley, Neil Diamond and Willie Nelson.

"We've never had a night like this," McGuin said. "I'm honored to come and be a part of it."
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