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Awards show honors musicians who make the stars sound great

If you go

What: Musicians Hall of Fame Awards
By PETER COOPER Show
Staff Writer Where: Schermerhorn Symphony Center

Who: The Nashville A Team and others
will be inducted into the Musicians Hall of
Fame. Performers include Garth Brooks,
Vince Gill, Amy Grant, Mary Wilson and
B.J. Thomas.

Published: Monday, 11/26/07

RogerMcGuinnwas?22 yearsold, nervousandgreen When: 7:30 p.m. today
- . . . s ! ge from $50 to $125,
the morninghe walkedinto ColumbiaStudioA in Los via www.nash villesymphony.org or by

. . . calling 687-6400.
Angeles,hopingto recorda hit for his band,The

Byrds.

"l wasthe only Byrd allowedto play on thetrack (he
% y playedguitar),and| wassurroundedy thesemusicians
Among the A Team members who played behind so many they called The Wrecking Crew," saidMcGuinn,who
great Nashville hits are, from left, Grady Martin, Ray o ) .
Edenton, Bob Moore and Harold Bradiey. ~ Musicians HALL  tonight will help honorthat crew of studio playersat
OF FAME . .

the inauguralMusiciansHall of Fameawardsshow.
"Well, the Wrecking Crew knockedout 'Mr. TambourineMan'in two takes.The otherguysin
The Byrds weremoaningthatthey didn't getto play, but| sawthe wisdomin it. | mean,whenwe
broughtthe whole bandin, it took us 77 takesto getthe track for "Turn! Turn! Turn!""

Whenthe Mr. TambourineMan albumcameout, the inspiredwork of The WreckingCrew helped
The Byrds towardsadulation,wealthandimportance . The samedrill took placein Nashville,
Memphis,Detroit and other music centerswherestudio pros createdthe soundsthat listeners
grew to identify with singersor bands.Tonight'sawardsshow at Schermerhorf8ymphony
Centeris a chancefor the musiciansbehindthe hits to baskin a glory they won't be expectedo
deflect.

Membersof The Wrecking Crew, the Nashville A Team,Detroit's Funk Brothers,the Memphis
Boys, Elvis Presley'sBlue Moon Boys andJohnnyCash'sTennessed&wo will performthe
songsthey recorded.

And many of the singerswho roseto stardomN McGuinn, PeterFrampton BrendalLee, Vince
Gill, Amy Grant,Mary Wilson of The SupremesRodneyCrowell, Dobie Gray andthe
best-sellingartistin U.S. history, Garth Brooks N will call attentionto instrumentalists
whosenamesarelegendarybut whosefacesare seldomseen.

"In Nashville,the A Teamguysarethe oneswho put the magicinto thoserecords,"Lee said.
"They'reasintegrala part of the 'Nashville Sound'asanybody."

Tonight'sawardsshowis the brainchild of Joe Chamberswho runsthe MusiciansHall of Fame.
That Hall is devotedto collectinganddisplayingartifactsfrom importantsessionsand
musicians Only a few sessiommusiciansarein the Country Music Hall of Fame,but the
MusiciansHall of Fameplansto induct numerousplayers,from all genresof Americanmusic.

"Joehasdonesomuchto try to glorify the musicians,"saidHarold Bradley,one of only a
coupleof A Teammembergthe otheris Floyd Cramer)to go into the CountryMusic Hall of
Fame."And this awardsshowis tremendouslyambitious.Whenhe told me six weeksagothat he
wasgoingto do it in November,| said,'Novemberof nextyear?'He said,'No, of this year."

Indeed,the awardsshowwill be a night of historicalfirsts, and maybehistoricallasts.McGuinn
hasneverstoodon stagewith so manymembersof The Wrecking Crew andattempteca live
versionof "Mr. TambourineMan." Most of the othercombinationsof playershavenever
appearedogether,andthe starpower, history and musicianshipshouldmakefor a special
evening.
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"Theseguyshaveneverbeenin the sameplaceat the sametime, andit'll neverhappenagainin
this way," Chamberssaid."At the museumwe'veall beenworking overtime.My wife has
becomea travel agent,and| don'tthink shelikes thatvery much.But it's one of thosethings
whereso many peoplehaveto pull togetherto makethis happen And the performerswho are
comingaredoingit for the love they havefor the musicians.They'renot getting paid for this."

Thoughfuture inductionyearsmay find individual studioand road musiciansbeinghonored this
year'sclassconsistsof groupsof musicianswho regularly playedon sessions.

The A Teamin Nashville playedon works by Lee, PatsyCline, Jim ReevesElvis Presley,Bob
Dylan and hundredsof others,assistingon hits including Cline's"Crazy," Lee's"Jingle Bell
Rock" and Marty Robbin's"El Paso."

The Blue Moon Boys andthe Tennesse@&wo backedPresleyand Cashon theroadandin the
studio, creatingthe sparsebut insistentsoundthat characterizedhoseperformers'early singles
on SunRecords.

The Wrecking Crew laid down tracksfor major singlesincluding The Ronettes"Be My Baby"
andThe BeachBoys'"Help Me, Rhonda"andplayedon hits for The CarpentersSimon&
Garfunkelandmanyothers.The Funk BrothersN a groupof playersthat earnedsome
recognitionthroughthe recentStandingin the Shadowsof MotowndocumentaryN were major
forceson mostevery Motown hit, including Marvin Gaye's'l Heardlt ThroughThe Grapevine"
and SmokeyRobinson& The Miracles'"Tearsof a Clown," and The MemphisBoys playedon
smashedor, amongothers,Presley,Neil Diamondand Willie Nelson.

"We've neverhada night like this," McGuin said."I'm honoredto comeandbe a partof it."
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